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and that in such case, they could probably save a great part of the Company's
goods and effects at their factory, had they orders to act discretionally, we gave
those gentlemen and Messrs Verelst and Smith at Luckypore discretional
powers to do the best they could, should there happen any fresh disturbances
in the country.
75.    Some of the chowkeys adjacent to Calcutta having stopt provisions
that were coming into town and exacted money from the people, upon a com-
plaint of it to the Board, the President was requested in such cases to send
for the offenders and punish them for acting so directly counter to the treaty
subsisting between the English and the Nabob.
76.    Seraja Dowla by his treaty of the 9th March having assented to our
establishing a mint in Calcutta for the coinage of siccas and a proper sunnud
being afterwards obtained for our using that priviledge, with ferwannahs for
the currency of our siccas  in  the provinces  of  his  subahship, we  desired
Mr. Watts to procure for us as many people who understood the business of
the mint as he could entertain in our service, that there might be no objection
made to the weight, standard or impression of our siccas.    These people being
procured and sent to Calcutta,  the  Board   took  into   consideration  in  what
manner to establish the mint for the advantage of the Company; but as it was
judged absolutely impossible to fix it upon any beneficial footing till the method
and charge of coming, assaying and other particulars were known, which could
not so well be tryed and ascertained by the Board as by a particular committee
appointed immediately for that purpose, it was on the 13th June agreed that
the President, Mr, Frankland and Mr. Boddam should be  a   committee   to
assay the fineness of the silver proper for the sicca standard, to ascertain the
charge of coining, the method of conducting the mint to the greatest advantage
for the Company's and how much a hundred sicca weight of different kinds
of bullion will produce; of their proceedings and experiments they were to
make a report to the Board for their final determination and regulation.   This
Committee on the 4th July informed the Board they had coined four thousand
(4000) siccas from Mexico dollar bullion and that as soon as they had made
a tryal of two or three sorts of bullion, they would deliver in their report.
But the revolution in the government having made it necessary to procure a
fresh sunnud and fresh perwannahs for the currency of our siccas., the report
of the Committee could not be delivered in till the 26th September when a report
of the produce of dollars and sunnaut rupees was laid before the Board and
entered upon the face of our consultation of that day.   We then considered
in what manner to settle that important and advantageous priviledge and
agreed to fix it for the present on the Madrass establishment, that is, a duty
of five per mille to be collected for the Company on all private money coined
in our mint, the charge of coinage to be computed at twenty per mille and a
profit of ten per mille to be allowed the mint Undertaker for his trouble, and
the Company's bullion to be charged with the nett expence of coinage only.
This establishment being fixed, Messrs Frankland and Boddam were appointed
Mint Masters or Undertakers and the gentlemen at Muxadavad wrote to for
a further number of coiners both for gold and silver.   A specimen of our siccas
were sent to Muxadavad, and presented to the Nabob and durbar officers, and
the weight and standard examined by Juggutseat and approved of.   We have
been constantly employed in coining both for the Company and some private